Summary of statements Georgia


Opening statement

The delegation of Georgia stated that its review was taking place a few days after the European Court of Human Rights had adopted a judgement establishing that the Russian Federation had violated a number of articles of the European Convention on Human Rights during the war in August 2008. It stated that the Court had ruled that the Russian Federation was responsible for the mass violations committed against the Georgian population, as it exercised effective control over the Tskhinvali region and Abkhazia, and that it had confirmed that the Tskhinvali region and Abkhazia were integral parts of Georgia’s territory and were occupied by the Russian Federation.  

Georgia attached great importance to cooperation with the UN human rights mechanisms. It had developed an inclusive national reporting process to effectively implement its reporting obligations. All State reports were subject to parliamentary scrutiny. 

Recommendations of the human rights monitoring bodies were translated into national human rights action plans. Georgia had elaborated the second Human Rights Strategy for 2021-2030 with the active involvement of all stakeholders. 

In 2019, the State Inspector’s Service had been created for the independent and effective investigation of specific crimes committed by law enforcement officers and civil servants. 

Georgia continued to strengthen the Office of the Public Defender to ensure its effective monitoring of human rights protection, including under the anti-discrimination law. 

Further measures had been taken to combat discrimination and hate crimes and to address domestic violence and violence against women. The 2018 amendments to the Criminal Code made gender discrimination an aggravating criminal circumstance. An Interagency Commission on Gender Equality, Violence against Women and Domestic Violence had been established. 

An Interagency Governmental Commission on Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child had been set up to coordinate a unified policy on the protection of the rights of children. In 2019, Parliament had adopted the Code on the Rights of the Child. 

In 2020, the Law on Rights of Persons with Disabilities had been adopted incorporating the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities into national legislation. 

Georgia had also implemented third and fourth waves of judicial reforms, increasing independence, accountability and transparency of the judiciary. 

The State Strategy for Civic Equality and Integration and Action Plan were important tools to ensure integration of ethnic minorities. 

Georgia expressed concern that international human rights organizations were constantly denied access to Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia. It had been taking all available measures, including through the Geneva International Discussions. Georgia had also taken further steps to address the long-term housing and socio-economic conditions for internally displaced persons.

Interventions during interactive dialogue

Georgia valued the regular cooperation with NGOs and the Public Defender’s Office. Georgia also placed particular emphasis on human rights education for civil servants. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Georgia ensured that information on reporting cases of gender-based violence was available, including in minority languages.

State entities had begun establishing sexual harassment response mechanisms. Adopting quotas at central and local level was an important milestone in supporting women’s political participation.

Building on the best international practices and values, Georgia had adopted and was implementing its first-ever policy document on SOGI rights, as part of the National Human Rights Action Plan. 

The Law on Protecting the Rights of Persons with Disabilities had increased the standards for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. Georgia was working towards establishing the national coordination mechanism under the CRPD and ratifying the Optional Protocol. 

Georgia had established the Human Rights Protection Department within the Ministry of Interior. It was tasked with introducing new standards for human rights protection within the police and provide timely and effective responses to hate crimes, violence against women and domestic violence, among others. As a result, reporting to the police had significantly increased.

Georgia had swiftly reinforced its asylum system in full compliance with the 1951 Refugee Convention. Rejections based on national security grounds had been low and could be appealed. 

Legislative reforms had fully separated the Prosecutor’s Office from the executive branch and ensured greater transparency in electing the Prosecutor General. The Prosecutor’s Office had taken significant steps for the establishment of transparent rules for the appointment and promotion of prosecutors and investigators.

A memorandum of understanding was signed by the Prosecutor’s Office with the Supreme Court and the Ministry of Interior to create and maintain joint, comprehensive and transparent hate crime statistics. With the support of the Council of Europe, policy guidelines on the investigation and prosecution of hate crimes had been prepared for prosecutors.

In 2019, the State Inspector’s Service was created, authorized to conduct independent investigations of crimes committed by law enforcement and civil servants. It was accountable before the Parliament and had been cooperating closely with civil society and the Public Defender’s Office. Additional legislative guarantees were needed to authorize it with the power to conduct all investigative actions independently and have unimpeded access to information stored in other public agencies as well as to closed institutions.

Georgia effectively fought trafficking in persons. As a result of community policing, public outreach activities, the number of investigations and prosecutions had gradually increased. It continuously provided victims of trafficking with free child-tailored services. 

Georgia was proud to flag tangible results regarding its Penitentiary and Crime Prevention Systems, which focused on rehabilitation and resocialization. Moreover, Georgia had invested significant resources into developing the infrastructure of penal institutions. 

As a result of the comprehensive mechanisms for birth registration, the risk of child statelessness was minimized.

The constitutional reform and four waves of judicial reform had significantly enhanced the individual independence of judges and the independence of the judiciary as a whole. Lifetime appointments for judges were introduced, as well as a detailed procedure for the recruitment and appointment of judges. A system of electronic random allocation of cases had been introduced. 

Interventions before closing

The Code on the Rights of the Child had set high standards regarding the protection of child welfare and had been guiding the activities of public institutions. In particular, social rehabilitation and child care programs had been implemented to empower children and support families. Georgia actively supported programs for children working or living on the streets. Forced labour, including, child labour, was being monitored by the Labour Inspection since 2016.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Georgia has made a significant progress in adopting legislative changes and implementing policy reforms to promote safety at work and establish an effective enformsement mechanism.   A full-fledged Labour Inspection Service is in place from January 1 2021.

Significant measures were undertaken to fight stigma and discrimination and promote inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities in society. 

Georgia continued its Durable Housing Programme for internally displaced persons, providing housing and livelihood support to internally displaced persons.

In 2017, a comprehensive long-term Maternal and New born Health Care Strategy had been approved. Georgia was also in the process of updating and harmonising its legislation on mental health with EU standards. 

Georgia implemented the Programme on the Second Opportunity at Receiving Education through Social Inclusion, which targeted street children, Roma, children with disabilities and other vulnerable groups. The Law on General Education had been harmonized with the CRPD education-related provisions. Ethnic minorities had access to all levels of education, and the national curriculum and textbooks had been translated into the languages of the main ethnic minorities. A “1+4” program provided simplified enrolment procedures at higher education institutions for members of ethnic minorities. 

Georgia had established tailored and state-funded civic integration policy mechanisms, which had resulted in a significant number of highly qualified ethnic minority youth with a good command of the State language and the necessary skills to be actively involved in various spheres of public life.

Georgia had conducted several rounds of electoral reforms. It stated that international partners and other stakeholders would have an opportunity to participate in the process of the upcoming Spring session of parliament, when plans and steps would be discussed on how to address the recommendations of the international election observation mission and civil society, following the latest parliamentary elections.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Georgia had been taking proactive measures to protect the socio-economic rights of its population. 

The Constitution of Georgia guaranteed freedom of religion. The State Agency for Religious Issues at the Administration of the Government and the Public Defender’s Office had Advisory Groups to ensure coordinated work with religious denominations in the country. A number of activities through both mechanisms were regularly conducted to raise awareness and build tolerance among various groups in society.

Georgia underlined that prison overcrowding was not an issue for its penitentiary system. Regarding juvenile justice, non-custodial measures had been applied for children in conflict with the law by default. 

The delegation reiterated that the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights confirmed the illegal occupation of sovereign territories of Georgia and the responsibility of the Russian Federation for mass violations as it exercised effective control over the Tskhinvali region and Abkhazia. 

In closing, Georgia was confident that it would be able to accept many of the recommendations, and gave assurances that it would proceed with the follow-up process in good faith and in close dialogue with all relevant stakeholders.
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